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TUMOURS TO BE REGISTERED

It is recommended that cancer registries include in their database all intracranial and intraspinal neoplasms
irrespective of their behaviour (benign/uncertain/malignant).

The principal reasons are:

. ltis difficult to distinguish benign from malignant tumours by symptoms alone

. All brain and spinal tumours are capable of producing severe clinical effects, irrespective of
malignancy

. Aetiological and clinical syndromes associated with certain benign tumours may be of especial
interest (meningiomas, pituitary tumours...)

. Certain tumours - notably astrocytomas - progress from low grade (benign) to high grade
(malignant) during their clinical course

Certain ‘tumours’ such as benign vascular lesions of meninges (haemangiomas), and cysts may, however,
be excluded.

Reporting of brain and spinal lesions may or may not include benign/uncertain neoplasms, according to the
comparisons being made.



WHO GRADING SYSTEM (MALIGNANCY SCALE) OF CNS TUMOURS

AND ICD-O BEHAVIOUR CODE
ICD-O
Turnour Type Grade behasaour
code
I | I [ I | IV

Astrocytic tumours

Subependymal glant cell * 1

Piloeytic * 3

Lo grade * 3

Fleororphic xanthoastrocytoma S 3

Lnaplastic * 3

Crlioblastora * 3
Oligodendroghomas

Lo grade * 3

Lnaplastic * 3
Oligo-asirocytomas

Lowr grade * 3

Lnaplastic * 3
Ependymal fumours

Subependyrnomma * 1

Ilymopapillary * 1

Loy grade * 3

Lnaplastic * 3
Choroid plexus tumours

Papillorna * 0

Carcinorna S 3
MNeuronaliglial tunwours

Crangliocytoma * I

Crangliogliorna L 1

Lnaplastic ganghogliorna * 3

Desmoplastic mfantile ganghoghoma * I

Dryserhryoplastic nenroepithelial turaour * -

Central nenrocytora * I
Pineal tunours

Pineocytorma * 1

FPmeocytomapimeohlastoma S -

Pimeoblastorma * 3
Embryonal tumours

Iedulloblastorma * 3

Dther PHETs * 3

Iledulloepitheiorma * 3

Heurohlastoraa * 3

Ependymoblastoma * 3
Cranial and spinal nerve tumours

Schwrannorma * I

Ilaliznant peripheral nerve sheath turaour S 3
Meningeal tumours

Ilerangzioma * I

Ltypical meringiora 1

Papillary memngioma ®* 1

Haemangiopercytorms R 3

Lrnaplastic menngioma 3

Footnote: " - " = no specific histology or malignancy code



UNUSED ICD-O CODES

The European Network of Cancer Registries working group recommends that cancer registries no longer
use certain morphology codes, which correspond to diagnostic terms considered to be obsolete. When
these terms are encountered, the appropriate code (and diagnostic synonym) is as follows:

Neurological Tumours
Proposed ICD-0-2 codes for ohsolete categories

Current Description Proposed ICD-0-2 rubric
code code

939371 | Papillary ependyroorna 39103 | Ependsyrooras, HOS
4243 | Spongioblastorna, HOGS P44503 | Prrutree polar
4233 | Spongoblastoma polare 433 | spongoblastorna
04403 | Olgoderndroblastorna 47313 | Prmatmve nearoectoderrnal
AAE003 Cerebellar sarcoma, MO 47503 turmonr
A4E103 Iloretrocellular sarcoma 44003 iZlioblastoma, FO5
QL0273 | Teratond medulloepitheliorna 0173 | Mledulloepithehorms, HOS
25033 | Hemroepitheliora, HOS P50003 | Menroblastora, HOS
L0473 | Spongonearch lastorna QL0013

951173 | Betinoblastorna, differentiated B510/3 | Retinoblastorna, HOS
P51253 | Betimoblastorna, undifferentiated | 951003

52003 [ Ofactory neurogeris tarmonr P23 | Aesthesionenroblastoma
5213 | Aesthesionemrocytorna QLA
95320 | Fibrons meningioma 95300 | Mleningiorma, HOS
- Fibroblastic merangioma
2536/0 | Haemangopercytic 15003 | Haemangopercytomma,
FREFInZI0 Ina rnalighant
25410 Ivlelanotic nenrofibroma F5a0i0 Meurlemmoma, FOS
Q5E001 | Hemrnoraatosis B5E00
256003 | Hennlemmoma, malignhant S24003 | Henrofibrosarcoma
- ilalinant Schwannorna
- Heurlerm raosarcorna

R700 | Menroras, HOS P40 | Mewofibroa, HOS




SUPPLEMENTARY INDEX*

Q050 | Dymerbryoplastic nenroepithelial turaour (DHET)
50510 | Desmoplastic mfantile ganghoghoma

QE053 | Anaplastic (malignant) ganslioglioraa

Q2611 [ Mmeditraneitional pineal turamonr

a126]1 | Ilelanocytora

939003 | Choroud plexms carcinoma

Q060 | Central newrocytorna

B530011 [ Atypical meningiomma

Q54003 | Ivlalignant peripheral nerve sheath tamonr

47005 | Dlelanotic medulloblastoma (WHO blue book)
4T3 | Lipomatons medulloblastorna (Klethues ef al )
aRE33 | Atypical teratondithabdoid tumour (Klethues et al.)

* Terms not appearing in the ICD-O index
Some codes are ‘matrix codes' - i.e. aready exist but without the behaviour code specified
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